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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the First Office Action in response to the Election filed on December 23, 2005. 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, Figures 1-5, in the reply filed on 
December 23, 2005 is acknowledged. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(aHd), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall liave the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tanaka et al. (US Patent 6,526,842). 

Tanaka et al. illustrates two embodiments of a vehicle shifting deice (Figs 10-12 
&14-16), the shifting device comprising: a support member having a first part (5) to be 



fixed on the vehicle body, and a second part (12) to support said shift operation device 
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so as to be dropped downwardly with the shift operation device when a larger load than 
that of a predetermined value is applied to said first part, wherein said first and second 
parts are integrally formed into a single component (Figs 1 1 & 16), said shift operation 
device being mounted on the vehicle body via said support member so that the larger 
load than that of the predetermined value can break and drop the shift operation device. 

With respect to claim 2, Figure 1 1 shows the first part (5') being sandwiched 
between the projection (15) and the plate portion (12') of the second part. Further, 
Figure 16 shows the first part (5a) being sandwiched between the head portion of the 
pin (25) and the base portion of the second part (12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tanaka et al. (US Patent 6.526,842). 

As described above, Tanaka et al. illustrates two embodiments of a vehicle 
shifting deice (Figs 10-12 &14-16) as defined by claims 1-2 of the instant application. 

Tanaka et al. does not appear to teach openings disposed at both sides of a 
notch, wherein a plastic material is filled in both the notch and the openings. Referring 
to Figure 16, Tanaka et al. illustrates the first part (5a) having a hole (for pin 25) 
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disposed at one side of a notch (13'a), the notch and opening being filled with a plastic 
material. Tanaka et al. discloses "The degree of absorption of the initial shock load PI 
can be adjusted by changing the diameter or the number of the pin-shaped insert 
portions 25 (column 8, lines 23-26). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Tanaka et al. by 
replacing the single opening of with a pair of openings disposed on sides of the notch, 
motivation being to increase the initial force needed to sheer the pin members. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Note Figures 5-6 of Mastrofrancesco et al. ('970), Figure 4 of 
Windett et al. ('960), and Figure 4 of Curtindale ('613) teaching a mounting assembly 
having integrally formed supporting members. Note the supporting arrangement of 
Miura ('296) and Moss et al. ('353). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William C. Joyce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7107. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




